ORDINANCE NO. 1447
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, WASHINGTON
establishing a Transportation Benefit District, specifying the
boundaries for the Transportation Benefit District, specifying
the maintenance and preservation of existing transportation
improvements,
and
authorizing
the
Transportation
Benefit
District Board to establish an annual vehicle license fee.
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Des Moines has
the responsibility under the Constitution of the State of
Washington for the improvement, maintenance, and protection of
public ways within the corporate limits of the City pursuant to
RCW 35A.ll.020 and chapter 35A.47 RCW, and
WHEREAS, the improvement, maintenance, and protection of
public ways requires maintaining and preserving existing
transportation improvements to avoid catastrophic failure of the
improvements which would require significant additional funds to
reconstruct, and
WHEREAS, the number one priority in the "Washington
Transportation Plan for 2007-2026" adopted by the Washington
Transportation Commission is to preserve and extend prior
investments in existing transportation facilities and the
services they provide to people and commerce, and
WHEREAS, the "Washington Transportation Plan for 20072026" identifies in Section II that there is no more fundamental
transportation investment than existing system preservation
keeping the physical infrastructure in safe and efficient
operating condition, and
WHEREAS, the investment principles from the Puget Sound
Regional Council "Destination 2030 Metropolitan Transportation
Plan for the Central Puget Sound Region" states that the first
priority should be to maintain, preserve, make safe, and
optimize existing transportation infrastructure and services and
Regional Transportation Policy 8.3 identifies the importance of
maintaining and preserving the existing urban and rural
transportation systems in a safe and usable state, and
WHEREAS, the City has limited transportation funding to
pay for necessary transportation preservation and maintenance,
and
WHEREAS, the funding dedicated for the preservation and
maintenance of the City's transportation infrastructure has been
dramatically reduced due to the 2003 loss of King County Local
Vehicle License fees (28% revenue reduction) and the ongoing
annual decrease in Gas Tax revenues (0.8% annual reduction for
past seven years), and
WHEREAS, while dedicated revenues have decreased, the
ongoing annual costs to preserve and maintain the City's
transportation infrastructure continue to rise leaving the City
unable to continue to adequately preserve and maintain the
City's transportation infrastructure, and

of

WHEREAS, chapter 36.73 RCW provides for the establishment
Transportation Benefit Districts and for the levying of

