AGENDA
AVIATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
Des Moines City Hall
North Conference Room
21630 11th Avenue S, Suite C
March 12, 2018 – 4:30-6:00 p.m.

1. Chair’s Report:
a. Puget Sound Regional Council Update.
2. Update on the Sustainable Airport Master Plan (SAMP).
a. Airport Staff Presentation to Port of Seattle Commission on February 27, 2018.
• Letter from the City in regard to that Commission meeting.
• Interlocal Agreement between the Cities of Burien, Des Moines,
Normandy Park and SeaTac for Environmental Review of the of the
Sea-Tac Airport Sustainable Airport Master Plan.
3. Update on Sea-Tac Stakeholder Advisory Round Table (StART) 1st meeting.
4. Discussion on Participating in April 5 City Council Study Session:
a. Issues to be raised with Council.
b. Materials needed.
5. Next Report to Council.
a. March 22, 2018
6. Public Comment (10 minutes).
7. Next Meeting Date:
April 9, 2018, 4:30-6:00 p.m.
8. Adjourn.

*Materials provided to the Committee are available for review in the City Clerk’s Office.

March 12, 2018
Mr. Lance Lyttle
Managing Director, Aviation
Seattle Tacoma International Airport
P.O. Box 1209
Seattle, WA 98111
Dear Mr. Lyttle,
As you are aware, the City of Des Moines has expressed concerns regarding a piecemeal approach to
project approvals and environmental review for airport capacity projects. These recent projects include
the North Satellite, the International Arrivals Facility, and the Concourse D Hardstand Holdroom.
Most recently, the City commented regarding the Determination of Non‐significance (DNS) for the
Concourse D Hardstand Holdroom facility, expressing concerns that this project would add capacity
without considering all growth projects appropriately as part of the Sustainable Airport Master Plan and
its associated environmental review.
The Port issued an addendum to the DNS in response to the City’s and other comments, which indicated
that the Hardstand gates would serve existing passenger levels, mitigate for gates that are out‐of‐service
during construction, and that the SAMP would address long term growth at the airport. The addendum
stated in part, “This project will not increase the number of people or aircraft at the airport; it will spread
them out using the proposed holdroom and existing space already dedicated to hardstand operations.
Without the project, current activity and the associated conditions would continue.“
The addendum further states, “The Concourse D Hardstand Holdroom project is not intended to address
the issue of the gates needed to meet longer‐term forecast demand. This future requirement for gates will
be analyzed in the Sustainable Airport Master Plan (SAMP) that is in progress, and any proposed projects
(including additional gates) to serve long‐term growth would be subject to federal and state environmental
review.”
Subsequently, the City also received your letter of July 26, 2017, in which you state, “We recognize that
growth‐related projects at Sea‐Tac must be evaluated together in the Sustainable Airport Master Plan
(SAMP) to assure that cumulative environmental impacts are addressed.” You also state, “The SAMP
environmental review, which is anticipated to be conducted in 2018, will account for all existing and
approved gates and passenger loading facilities. This includes the North Satellite, the International Arrivals
Facility, and the Concourse D Hardstand Holdroom. No additional gates are anticipated until the
completion and approval of the Sustainable Airport Master Plan and associated environmental review.”
Members of the City’s Aviation Advisory Committee were concerned about the discussion at the Port of
Seattle Commission meeting, February 27, 2018 related to these projects and the SAMP. The City was
disappointed to see, after review of the video of this meeting, that it was stated these projects will add
capacity, and, that they are proposed to be included in the SAMP environmental review only as part of

the “future baseline” condition. If this is correct, it is entirely inappropriate to characterize these projects
as serving current operations in previous environmental documents, when in fact, in the long term they
will serve new growth. To then also consider these projects as part of the baseline for the SAMP
environmental review is unacceptable. The City requests clarification, as there appeared to be some
confusion in responding to Commissioners’ questions related to these projects and the SAMP.
The City requests clarification as well as a reaffirmation of the previous commitment that any additional
capacity added due to these projects will be included as growth‐related projects and appropriately
evaluated in the SAMP environmental review.
As previously noted, the City of Des Moines experiences disproportionate impacts from aircraft operations
because of our proximity to Sea‐Tac International airport, and Des Moines residents are constantly
challenged by noise and health impacts. As a result, the City has a critical interest in requesting that any
enhancements to the airport facilities are thoroughly analyzed in a comprehensive manner for impacts to
our residents as part of the Sustainable Airport Master Plan environmental review.

Sincerely,

Michael Matthias, City Manager

CC:

City of Des Moines Mayor and City Council
City of Des Moines Aviation Advisory Committee
City of Des Moines SEPA Responsible Official
Ken Rogers
Cities of SeaTac, Normandy Park, Burien – City Managers and SEPA Officials

Attachments:
1. City of Des Moines letter re: Concourse D Hardstand Holdroom DNS, dated June 21, 2017
2. Addendum to the DNS for the Concourse D Hardstand Holdroom, issued July 21, 2017
3. Letter from Lance Lyttle to Mayor Pina, dated July 26, 2017

